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President’s Message ~ Donna Shaw 

Tell me . . . what gives you joy?  

For such a simple word, it sure does impact quite a bit of emotion. For me, 

joy comes in many forms.  First is my family. I marvel at how interesting my 

husband, my adult kids and their wives are. Yet they certainly can’t compete 

with the grandkids! I love my home and gardening, and creating things . . . 

knitting, cooking, sewing, painting (but, only “by number” like we did as we made 

holiday pillows at the clubhouse in November!) I love technology (yes, my inner 

Geek is showing.) And I love volunteering and helping others.  Yep, NWC 

fulfils some of my needs! 

Did you find “joy” while you did your part in this year’s Witches Night Out? 

I hope so! I’m confident that many of our Witchy guests found lots of pleasure 

as they donated over 1,700 pounds of food to Loaves & Fishes. I marvel at all of 

the working parts and how they came together for one fantastic evening thanks 

to Sandy’s and Carol’s leadership. Many of us chaired a portion of the event, 

volunteered for the planning stages or assisted that evening . . . thank you!  Are 

you thinking about what part you can play in Witches Night Out Naperville 

2019?  It is never too early to begin (and find your “Joy!”). If you wish to chair or 

co-chair next year, please let me know! Our efforts will certainly bring bliss to 

SamaraCare Counseling clients and other charities. 

We all know just what is around the corner! It is the 60th celebration of THE 

Naperville Fine Art and Artisan Fair on June 22 and 23. Active planning for 

this year’s event has already begun. Don’t be left out in participating on one of 

the committees (and find some joyous comradery with your fellow NWC 

members as you plan and work together!). 

Each meeting brings sign-up sheets for opportunities to help on various 

projects.  Look for them and choose what you wish to 

contribute. It’s not only rewarding to give back, but also fun 

to work along side of fellow NWC members. Then thank 

each other for your contributions! 

I’m really, really looking forward to our Celebration of 

Philanthropy on March 8. I love witnessing how our 

joyous efforts assist others!  

Ladies, you are truly inspirational delights. Thank 

you for this part of my life! 

 Cheers, 

  Donna 

Mark Your Calendars 

All meetings are held at the Clubhouse 
unless noted. 

Wednesday, February 6, 11:30 a.m. 
Business meeting 
 
Wednesday February 20, 11;30 a.m. 
Underground Railroad presented by 
Glennette Turner 
 
Wednesday, March 6, 11:30 a.m. 
Business meeting 
 
Wednesday, March 20, 7:00 p.m. 
95th Street Library 
Adapting to a Multi-generational 
Membership Model presented by Rick 
Klochner 
 
Wednesday, April 3, 11:30 a.m. 
Business Meeting 
 
Wednesday, April 17, 11:30 a.m. 
Annual Meeting—Location to be announced 
 

Special Events 
Friday, March 8, 11:30 a.m. 
Celebration of Philanthropy 
 
Friday, March 15, 4-7 p.m. 
Young Adult Art Contest 
 
Thursday, April 11, 1:30 p.m. 
Stained Glass Window Tour 
Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Church 
 
Saturday, Sunday, June 22-23 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The Naperville Fine Art & Artisan Fair 
Naper Settlement 
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Ways and Means – Sandy 

McKeon 

What was the best girls’ night 

out ever on a crispy October night 

in Naperville?  That would be the 

2nd annual Witches’ Night Out 

Naperville held on October 11th at 

the Naper Settlement!  Over 1,000 

bewitching women donned their 

spooktacular witch hats and 

beguiling costumes in lots of 

wickedly fun activities to raise 

money for the Naperville Woman’s 

Club’s various charities.   

The witches came hungry and 

were not disappointed with the 

Belgio’s dinner of Vesuvio chicken, 

vodka sauce rigatoni, vegetable 

medley, roasted potatoes, and a 

salad.  A witch’s sweet tooth was 

satisfied with the purchase of cake 

balls, cookies, dipped pretzels from 

The Sweet Spot and/or various 

candies from Naper Nuts & Sweets.  

A choice of alcoholic or non-

alcoholic “witches’ brews” was also 

available for purchase. 

Witches moved freely throughout 

the Naper Settlement where they 

enjoyed an array of fun activities.  

There were two photo cubes, 

provided by J.P.W. Productions, 

capturing every witchy grin and 

grimace.  Scary ghost stories and 

songs were provided by Diane Ladley 

in the chapel, while ten tarot readers 

revealed witchy futures in the chapel 

basement.  The Preemption House 

provided a full-service bar, a witchy 

wine pull (grand prize pull was a $100 

bottle), and souvenir t-shirt sales. 

Witches bought and deposited 

tickets in 40 raffle baskets at the 

Meeting House, all donated in part 

or full by our wonderful Naperville 

and Aurora 

businesses.   They then wandered 

past the Henna Artist, where 

some selected a scary or merry 

henna design for display on their 

hands.  Others ventured into the 

Martha Mitchell mansion for a 

short historical tour.  The chilly 

night was the perfect reason to 

rest awhile on the bales of hay, 

while warming up in front of the 

cozy bonfire.  The witches who 

“dressed for success” had an 

opportunity to register for the 

costume contest.  Over 100 

witches danced through the main 

event tent, while displaying their 

elaborate costumes for our three 

celebrity Naperville judges. 

The “shop ‘til you drop” 

witches were not disappointed 

with the diverse selection of 

items provided by 15 carefully 

selected vendors.   

What witch does NOT want to 

celebrate friendship and 

philanthropy by kicking up her 

heels in a night of dancing?  The 

dance floor was packed, especially 

during the “witch dance” lessons, 

where each witch grabbed a hand-

made broom or dance stick to learn 

the wacky moves of a hip witch.  

The wonderful warlock Jon again 

provided music and commentary, 

from J.P.W. Productions.   

Every witch enjoyed wandering 
through the Settlement while 
finding clues and stamps for the 
Witch Hunt, then deposited 
completed hunt cards in the 
caldron in hopes of winning a 
special raffle basket.  Witches were 
asked to bring 1 or more non-
perishable food items  for the  
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 (See Witches, Page 3)               
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Education – Maryanne Greif 

Donna Shaw and Wendy Piepho represented the Naperville Woman’s Club at the annual College of DuPage 
Foundation Scholarship Celebration and met Amelia Barone, this year’s recipient of the Naperville Woman’s Club 
scholarship.  Amelia is pursuing a degree in Human Resources and plans on transferring to receive her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in social work.  She has been in the medical field for nearly thirteen years, but has decided to 
enter a difference career. After navigating the healthcare system on behalf of her daughter to receive appropriate 
care, she realized that parents need advocates during medical treatment and hopes to be able to lend that 
guidance when she completes her degrees. 

 

Our committee is planning three lifelong learning events over the next nine months.  We will visit the Naper 
Settlement archives in January for a presentation on Naperville women in history.  In April, we will view the Saints 
Peter and Paul stained glass windows and hear a presentation.  And In July, we are planning a hands-on event at 
ClaySpace. 
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Public Issues – Dawn Dau  
 
     The Public Issues Committee has been busy getting to know 
local organizations that support our community in a variety of 
ways.  We have visited and/or interviewed 12 organizations 
identified by the committee and by NWC members as potential 
recipients of philanthropic donations, in addition to our 2018-2019 
Focus Charity, SamaraCare.  Organizations are being vetted with a 
newly developed set of evaluation criteria.   
 
     Mark your calendars for the Celebration of Philanthropy on 

March 8.  The Celebration has been changed to a lunchtime event!   As committee chair, I want to extend a 
big thank you to the Public Issues Committee members: Julie Berkowicz, Pam Cieslak, Julie Cunningham, 
Judy Kovarik, Jennifer McGowan, Joann Protopapa, and Diane Ramonas. 

(Witches .  . . from Page 2)  

Loaves & Fishes Pantry, and were given a ticket for 

another special raffle basket draw.  Over 1700 pounds 

of food was collected!! 

The perfect witchy experience would not have been 

plausible without over 100 volunteers, nine committed 

sponsors, nine conjuring contributors, and dozens of 

dedicated NWC members who offered hundreds of 

hours.  Special thanks goes to Lou Malnati’s and 

Granite City for providing and serving scrumptious 

food for our volunteers and worker Warlocks.   

Although “fun” was the key in this fundraiser, the 

purpose to raise dollars for charities serving women 

and families was the focus of the effort.  Our witches 

did not fail to amaze us.  We were able to raise over 

$42,000 to disperse to Samaracare and other agencies 

in our community.  This is almost double the amount 

of last year, and this is just our second year of the 

WNO Naperville event!  Kudos, Kisses, and eternal 

gratitude to those who believed in this, worked for 

this, and contributed in any way to this.  We ARE the 

Naperville event of the year for the women of our 

community! 



 

NWC Winter 2019 Newsletter  Page 4 

Art Committee – Julie Cunningham 

June 23-24 at Naper Settlement was the date and 
place for our 59th Annual Fine Art Fair.  We were 
fortunate to have a dry weekend, as heavy rains the 
previous few days had left the grounds muddy in 
spots.  A bit of straw and some cardboard laid down 
here and there did the trick, as our 106 artists 
moved in and presented their creations to a crowd 
of 10,000 attendees.  Our members turned out in 
force, making up most of our group of 50 
volunteers.  The “ladies in the purple shirts” made 
sure that the artists were comfortable, that all 
guests were warmly greeted, and that every aspect 
of the event ran smoothly.  On July 17, we gathered 
at the clubhouse for a post-event celebration. 

On June 22-23, 2019, we will present our 60th art 
fair.  Renamed “The Naperville Fine Art & Artisan 
Fair,” this updated version of our event will include 
new types of artists in addition to traditional fine 
art, alcohol sales, and interactive activities for both 
children and adults.  Would you like to be involved 
in planning the event this year?  It’s sure to be 
exciting as we build in new features to make the 
event better than ever!  Contact Julie Cunningham 
to discuss how you’d like to be involved.  Art Fair 
Committee meetings begin in January. 

A side benefit of this year’s Fine Art Fair was the 
acquisition of a new print to hang in the clubhouse.  
Donated to the club by artist Barbara Bosworth, 
“The Flowers of the Field” depicts our club flower, 
the Marguerite Daisy. 

Coming up next:  The Young Adult High School 
Art Contest (March 15)!  Every year this event, which 
showcases the very talented young artists from our 
five high schools, presents more, and more varied, 
works.  In addition to recognizing and awarding the 
artists, we award a summer art camp scholarship.  
Sue Hanegraaf will once again lend her talents to 
directing this event.  Sue would love to have you on 
the team! 

How can I help? 
 

 

     Sponsors are so vital for the success of  The Naperville 

Fine Art and Artisan Fair! Each member can help by 

securing a sponsor for one of the following key 

components of the event.  See Dawn Dau 

(dawndau430@gmail.com) for more details. 
 

• Petite Picasso Kid's Tent  

• Bar Area (new feature this year!) 

• Silent Auction 

• Artists’ Award Reception 

• Best of Show Award 

• Music 

• Chalk Artist—Shaun Hays 

• Community Mural Project 

• Water Truck for Artists 
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Illinois Bicentennial – Sarah Dore 

For 25 years, Naperville has invested in public art around town; all of it 
funded with private donations. The Century Walk Corporation 
(CenturyWalk.org) is responsible for the installation of all of the public art 
around Naperville. The Laughing Lincoln is the 50th project sponsored by 
Century Walk.  

One of Naperville's founders and namesake, Joe Naper served with 
Abraham Lincoln in the Illinois State Legislature (1837-1841).  Thanks to the 
leadership of community leaders, the Century Walk and the Don Wehrli 
family (Ann Jansen's late brother), Naperville is now blessed with a unique 
Abraham Lincoln sculpture in its downtown Central Park. The whole story 
can be found by going to the following links: 

https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20180430/laughing-lincoln-sculpture-coming-to-napervilles-central-
park 

https://illinois200.com/projects/laughing-lincoln-sculpture/ 

 2018 was Illinois’s bicentennial birthday. The official date of admission for statehood was December 3, 
1818. Naperville’s contribution to our state birthday is the Laughing Lincoln sculpture in Central Park. A 
birthday bash was held December 2, 2018 at Wentz Hall on the North Central College campus, followed by 
the official unveiling of the sculpture.   

Naperville Woman's Club proudly stepped up and launched "Looking for Lincolns" in September 2018. 
NWC raised and donated to the Century Walk $275 toward construction and installation of the Laughing 
Lincoln. More donations are still needed to pay for the installation. NWC members can donate directly by 
going to https://www.centurywalk.org/index.cfm to find out how and make a donation. 

 

In Memorium 

The Naperville Woman’s Club is saddened to report the passing of Kay Kempiners on June 6, 2018. Kay was a 
continuous member from 1944 until her death. She was our last living 50-year member. Her obituary, published 
in the Aurora Beacon News, June 8, 2018, follows.  

Kathryn E. "Kay" Kempiners nee Heitkotter, age 103, a resident of Lisle and formerly a longtime resident of 
Naperville, passed away on Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at her home. She was born January 21, 1915 in Aurora. Kay 
was a graduate of North Central College in 1936. Kay was an active parishioner and volunteer at Sts. Peter & Paul 
Catholic Church where she was a past president of the Altar and Rosary Society and worked with the mission 
sewing group since 1962. In addition she was a member of the School Sisters of St. Francis Friends and a 
member of the St. Patrick's Residence Guild. She was a member of the Naperville Women's Club since 1944 and 
served as president in 1955. She was a member of other area Women's Clubs since 1940 and was President of the 
Past President's Club of the Du Page County Federation of Women's Clubs. She is survived by her son, Russell 
(Gudrun) Kempiners, Jr., her grandchildren Katrin and Dr. Nina Kempiners, a great-grandchild Emily Lou, a 
sister Georgene Carlini, and nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her husband Russell Kempiners, 
Sr. a daughter Mary Kay Kempiners and siblings John J. Heitkotter, Edwin Heitkotter, and Margaret Mary 
Heitkotter. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Thursday, June 14, 2018, 11:00 a.m. at Sts. Peter & Paul 
Church, 36 N. Ellsworth Street Naperville. A visitation will be held on Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at 
the Beidelman-Kunsch Funeral Homes & Crematory, 516 S. Washington St., Naperville. Interment St. Joseph 
Cemetery, River Grove, IL. Memorials may be made to St. Patrick's Residence. (630) 355 0264. 
www.beidelmankunschfh.com 

Published in the Aurora Beacon News on June 8, 2018 
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Meetings – Mary Skroch 

Please sign up to help bring food to one of our meetings.  You will be reminded as to when your week is.  Please 

note that if things change, you may always call somebody with whom to change dates.    You will be supplied with 

refreshments and paper products.  Also, keep lunches simple because our numbers are increasing and table seating 

may not be possible. Meetings start at 11:30 AM, unless otherwise noted. 

May, June, July and August meetings are “brown bag” lunch meetings. 

 

Naperville Woman’s Club is a proud member of the General Federation of Women’s Club 

and the Naperville Area Chamber of Commerce.   

New members and guests are always welcome at our meetings and events. We are 

located at 14 S. Washington Street in the historic downtown area. For more information 

about us, please visit www.NapervilleWomansClub.org. Visit us on Facebook and 

Instagram. If you are interested in renting our charming building, please contact us at 

general@NapervilleWomansClub.org. We are a 501(c)3 organization. Donations and 

sponsorships to our Naperville Fine Art and Artisan Fair and Witches Night Out events 

are always welcome. 

Membership – Paulette Goodman 

     Membership in the Naperville Woman’s Club has grown 
significantly as the club pursues excellent educational 
programs and special events that draw each woman to take 
an active role. 

     Each month the spotlight is placed on one of our 
members, enlightening and sharing the outstanding 
qualities that each member brings to our club. In February, 
a New Member Orientation Dinner is hosted to create 
awareness of the various activities and duties that each 
member undertakes as part of our club. Chairs of the 

various NWC committees share their knowledge with our new members. This dinner is held at a local 
restaurant and this year’s host restaurant will be Lou Malnati’s Naperville. 

Hostess Schedule 
1/16/19 2/6/19 2/20/19 3/6/19 

Julie Berkowicz Laura Caldwell Bernice Bagliere Geri Armitage 

Sue Hanegraaf Robin Pomazal Jackie Doyle Melody Coleman 

Judy Kovarik Joan Prescott Bea Eck Paulette Goodman 

Katie Rothman Lynne Rowe Helen Hatchet Teri Holland 

Karen Smolinski Sherry Tuszynski Carol Showalter Donna Shaw 

    Jane Wulf   

  

3/8/19 3/20/19 4/3/19 4/17/19 

Philanthropy Celebra-
tion Library 7:00 PM Sandy McKeon Annual Meeting 

Hostesses TBD No hostesses Sylvia Petersen Hostesses TBD 

    Laurie Ryan   

    Mary Skroch   
    Carol Vargos   
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