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As I sit here on the eve of November 4 with my new favorite 
companion – my computer, I am full of anxiety, anticipation, 
hope, and gratitude.  What a mixture of emotions for my 

sensitive gut to process!  

My anxiety has been consistent and prevailing since that last 
week of February when we heard that the mysterious COVID-19 
virus had permeated our western coast, and was destined to 
spread like wildfire throughout our country.  Now we are in 
the ninth month of this pandemic, with the highest number of 
positive cases surging to a daily 107,000 just yesterday.  Political, 
economic, educational, social, and cultural systems have all but 
vanished as we have known them.  If the worse could get worse, 
it would place us in what will be a 5-day (largest) election of 
our 46th President, with the most divisive and angry political 
environment I have ever experienced.  Now add nature’s fury of 
increased wildfires in the western part of our country and the 
cavalcading tropical storms in our southern and southeastern 
states.  And this is just in our country!!

Thoughts from our President 
- Sandra Baker McKeon

(Continued on page 2)

The past months have been 
unique. We have learned 
to connect through masks 
and distance . . . through 
Zoom  . . . telephone and 
cards. Our mission remains. 
“Promoting community 
improvement by enhancing 
the lives of others through 
volunteer service.”



My anticipation is up and down and all 
around these days.  Can I anticipate that we will 
all practice basic health and safety protocols 
during this pandemic?  Can I anticipate that 
a reliable vaccine will be available in the next 
few months?  Can I anticipate my friends and 
family will stay healthy during this pandemic?  
Can I anticipate that our country will learn to 
respect and care for one another, embracing 
our differences while sharing our core values?  
Can I anticipate that some day soon, our club 
members will meet again in our historical 
clubhouse, where we share a delicious meal, a 
lively chat, and an educational speaker?  Can I 
anticipate hosting our Fine Arts & Artisan Fair, 
Young Adult Art Contest, and Witches Night 
Out?  Can I anticipate that things will return to 
“normal?”  Do I need a Plan B and C?

My hope keeps me afloat.  Everyone is 
sporting a mask, and some of us make them 
a fashion statement!  We are courteous and 
friendly to each other, while maintaining 6 feet 
of social distance.  We FaceTime, video-chat, 
Zoom, and Google-Meet.  We spend much more 
time outdoors, enjoying the freedom of fresh 
air and room to move.  We watch our kids and 
grandkids “go to school” on their computers, 
with the skills and guidance of our educators, 
and the discipline and encouragement of their 
parents.

My hope keeps me afloat. Our wonderful 
Naperville Woman’s Club has expanded to 72 
members! We have an active and diligent board, 
many who are new to the club.  They have 
conquered the computer, and actively “think 
outside the box” to provide our members with 
new ways to contribute to our community and 
our club.  We have collected personal items 
for the Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans 
and partnered with Pinot’s Palette in a painting 
class with part of the profits going to our club. 
We have conducted several outdoor meetings 
at the Riverwalk Pavilion, and had lots of fun 
at our Witches’ Time Out celebration at Central 

Park.  We hosted a ceramic trunk sale outside 
the clubhouse, and we “Kick it with Kim” 
every Tuesday through her exercise, nutrition, 
and inspirational quotes.  We held our first 
Zoom business meeting on November 3rd with 
an orderly and efficient meeting!  We have 
completed grant applications for our signature 
events.  We have revised our budget to maintain 
our stability during this fiscally trying time.  
We participate in GFWC Zoom meetings, club 
committee Zoom meetings, and constant 
email communication to keep us connected in 
a disconnected pandemic. We move forward 
– reaching out to each other, supporting one 
another.  While we recognize our limitations, 
it does not dampen our expectations.  We are 
accepting the “abnormal” as the “new normal” 
and we are facing (face-masking) it with an 
attitude of tenacity.

My gratitude is overwhelming.  I am 
thankful I am healthy.  I am thankful my family 
and friends are physically unaffected by this 
virus. I am thankful our club is fiscally stable to 
endure the economic losses the pandemic has 
caused.  I am grateful for a discounted Zoom 
club membership. I am grateful for a positive 
and active board.  I am grateful our members are 
engaged and connected in our club during this 
disconnected pandemic.  I am grateful for your 
masked smiles, and muffled words of support 
and encouragement.  I am grateful for our 
fellowship and our comradery in maintaining 
our focus and our mission in our community 
and with each other. We have remained active, 
productive, and fun during a most devastating 
and isolating time of our lives.  Thank you for 
your engagement and support for me and for 
each other.

Stay safe! Stay masked! And stay 
6 feet from each other!  

           Sandy

(Continued from page 1)



Spread Cheer-Chalk the Walk
- Laura Caldwell

As the weather improved during the 
pandemic, Naperville residents took advantage 
of the sunny days by getting outside. 

Activities were limited with covid 
restrictions in place. The Naperville Woman’s 
Club created a campaign for locals to embrace 
the sunshine and show off their artistic talents 
with Spread Cheer…Chalk the Walk! 

Residents were encouraged to create chalk 
illustrations of different themes and submit 
photos to the club to be shared on the NWC 
social media platforms. This was a fun summer 
activity aligning with the club’s mission. 

Late last spring, the Ways & Means, Philanthropy, and 
Communications committees collaborated on a plan to use 
social media to maintain the club’s visibility and support 
our community partner organizations. Since June 1, 44 posts 
have been made to the NWC Facebook account, with cross-
posting to the club’s Instagram and Twitter accounts, the GFWC 
5th District Facebook page, and to multiple community sites 
like neighborhood Facebook pages and community message 
boards. Posts highlighted past NWC Focus Charities and other 
community service organizations that have been donation 
recipients, and businesses that have sponsored NWC events. 
Other posts highlighted our ClaySpace event, Census 2020 
efforts, and promoted mask wearing. 

Add your support by following NWC on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter!

Maintaining Visibility 
and Supporting 
our Partner 
Organizations

- Julie Cunningham

Ceramics Trunk 
Show Created

NWC Newsletter 2020 - Page 3

Sunday, September 13, the Naperville Woman’s Club 
partnered with ClaySpace Ceramic Arts Center of Lisle for a 
trunk show fund raiser. Multiple ClaySpace artists displayed and 
sold their handmade pottery, ceramics and jewelry on the NWC 
Clubhouse grounds.

The Naperville Fine Art and Artisan Fair committee has 
begun their planning of the 2021 event. Watch for subcommittee 
meeting announcements for you to join. Mark your calendars for 
Saturday and Sunday, June 26 and 27. 
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COVID-19   
Pandemic Cannot 
Keep NWC Members 
Contained!

As the spring began, Covid-19 forced NWC club members to make adjustments. Our annual 
Young Adult Art Fair (YAAF) reception was abruptly cancelled due to the closures of our schools. 
Plans for our annual meeting and installation of 2020-2021 officers were abandonded. The 
beloved Fine Art & Artisan Fair and Witches Night Out were cancelled. Sadly we learned about the 
passing of Diane Ramonas. Diane served on the Public Issues committee and contributed ideas for 
philanthropic donations to worthly organizations.

Our Membership Committee encouraged us to reach out to fellow members via telephone, 
emails, and cards. Thank you to those who arranged this most important incentive to keep us 
connected. NWC is looking forward to returning to our “normal.” It will happen.

Adjustments Were Made

other health crisis like the Swine Flu and HIV. 
We learned about how our local hospitals and 
healthcare providers began preparing for the 
situation when they heard about the possibility 
of a pandemic early in the calendar year. We 
gained even more appreciation of the stress 
those providers were under as they scrambled 
to do their jobs. Mary ended with “Wash your 
hands . . . wear a mask . . . social distance!”

Our October Program featured a Witches 
Time Out event. The November program 
featured Kevin Davis from St. James Farm. We 
learned about the history and features of this 
DuPage Forest Preserve property.

Prepare for some fun at the December 18 
virtual Zoom “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” tea party! 
Look for your invitation with details via email.

With the closure of the clubhouse, members 
met at the Grand Pavilion along the Riverwalk 
to get their spirits lifted this July. Nancy de la 
Hoz and Mary Skroch gave a demonstration on 
how to make Sangria. Members were treated 
to a glass (minus the wine).  Melody Coleman 
spoke of how the pandemic has affected her.  
She encouraged members to journal how  Covid 
has impaced their lives. Please submit them to 
Melody to place in our history archives. Kim 
Paulo encouraged  members to keep active 
using band strenght exercises. 

In August, Mary Shilkaitis, COO of Rush 
Copley Hospital in Aurora, told members 
about how to keep safe during the pandemic. 
She encouraged all members to recall how 
Napervillians (and Americans, and people 
throughout the world) have recovered from 



What do NWC members do when they 
can’t host their traditional Witches Night 
Out Naperville event? Plan a private, social-
distanced, masked party, of course!

At the October 21 Program Meeting, 
28 members met at Central Park for fun, 
comradery, and just a little fund-raising.  The 
day was perfect, with sunshine and crisp fall 
air. Members enjoyed pre-ordered sandwiches 
from Jason’s Deli (thank you Mary Skroch for 
organizing these). Seasonal warm apple cider 
was served in Halloween-themed glasses 
(thank you Sue Hanegraaf). Also, for purchase 
were the famous NWC dip mixes and original 
WNO wine glasses. Members were delighted 
with Incantations wishing them “good spirits” 
in a spectacular gold bag filled with gems and 
goodies to make those fortunes come true 
(thanks Sandy McKeon).
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NWC Witches Still Fly in the Age of Covid 19

On October 29, Naperville Woman’s Club 
members and their friends partnered with 
Pinot’s Palette to reimagine Witches Night Out 
in the age of Covid 19. This year, Pinot’s Palette 
and NWC members created Witches Night 
In, where members painted a spook-tacular 
witch, supplied by Pinot’s Palette. Members 
created covens of friends and gathered virtually 
at members’ homes and at Pinot’s Palette’s 
store on Jackson Street in Naperville. Pinot’s 
Palette donated a percentage of their sales 

No October event would be complete 
without Sandy leading us in the “Witches 
Dance!” This was followed by a creative mask 
parade and contest. We were most appreciative 
to Stephanie Penick and Tim Penick from 
Positively Naperville for judging the contest. 
Geri Armitage was chosen as the winner with 
her spider web mask and received a basket filled 
with Witchy goodies.  Spooky Ghost Stories were 
told by Melody Coleman and Sue’s daughter, 
Dana.  Yikes! We did not realize these eerie 
events took place in our own town!   Members 
generously contributed items for a Live Auction. 
Sue and Geri, along with Nina Casey worked the 
crowd to get them to raise their auction paddles 
to win each item.  

All present enjoyed good times, good 
friends, the lovely weather in the park PLUS 
contributed some funds to our treasury.  

($450) to NWC. Their donation will assist NWC 
to continue to realize our mission of supporting 
arts, education and community service in the 
Naperville area. Pinot’s Palette is a pioneer of the 
paint and sip experience – a revolutionary way 
to enjoy art and wine with friends and make new 
friends. Guests enjoy a no-experience-necessary 
art class – all supplies included – directed by 
trained, local artists, who guide guests step-by-
step to create their own masterpieces. What a 
boo-tiful experience. A big “shout-out” to Dawn 
Dau for organizing the activity.

Enjoy pictures from both events on page 13

Time



Ways & Means Chocolate Sales
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The Education Committee set goals for this year. We plan to 
offer an educational presentation to the club which may be related 
to our scholarship in the trades. We plan to provide a scholarship 
in the future for a woman pursuing a career in the trades. We are 
exploring how to best make this a reality as a career in a trade 
may not require a typical college path. Education does not always 
take place in classrooms!

We spent time reaching out to members who have not used 
the Internet to communicate with the Woman’s Club in the past 
so that all members have a way to stay connected until we can 
meet together again. We put together a tutorial for using the 
Zoom platform and practiced together in order to encourage 
members to attend the regular meetings online.

We are always on the lookout for ways to continue to 
grow and look forward to sharing other opportunities with the 
membership as we find them.

Education 
Community Service 
Committee

Mark your calendars 
for our December 
Celebration!    
           
RSVP by December 4  
GeriArmitage@gmail.com

Who doesn’t love chocolate? Ways & Means committee used social media posts to encourage 
members (and their friends!) to purchase treats from The Chocolate Exchange. Sales were from 
November 15 through 20; NWC received a percentage from each purchase.



Members Respond to 
MSHV Dire Needs

The Naperville Woman’s Club has always 
supported the Midwest Shelter for Homeless 
Veterans (MSHV). So, when we heard that the 
MSHV was critically low on all sorts of supplies, 
NWC members quickly mobilized to make sure 
we could help restock MSHV with items they 
needed. Items needed ranged from cleaning 
supplies to hygiene products to socks to winter 
hats and gloves and more. 

We held two “drive-by drop offs” at the 
clubhouse on September 26 and September 
30. We got the word out to members and the 
community using our social media platforms. 
We passed out flyers at our September meeting. 
We engaged our neighbors and friends. The 
payoff was amazing! The result? We gave 
MSHV an estimated $7,050 in supplies, checks 
and Jewel gift cards. Per Josh from MSHV, the 
MSHV was overwhelmed with our generosity 
and thanked us profusely. The pictures of the 
donations tell the story. 

To account for all of the donations, we 
created two teams of 
members to accept 
the donations and 
help organize 
the donations for 
delivery. All told, 
NWC members 
donated about 
40 hours in time 
accomplish this 
philanthropic effort. 
Thank you everyone 
for your time and 
donations.

Celebrating and Serving our Veterans & Active Military
- Sarah Dore
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Members Pack Christmas 
Stockings for Active Military

 at OSOT-America
On November 10, 2020, nine energetic 

NWC members met at Operation Support Our 
Troops in Lisle to pack Christmas stockings 
destined for active military worldwide. From 
playing cards to hygiene products to LOTS of 
candy, crackers and other treats, all made sure 
that these stockings were packed to the brim. 
Time flew and before we knew it, our 2 hours of 
volunteering was over! We contributed 18 more 
hours to community service and per Maryanne 
Greif, the value is $489.60. Thank you, ladies, 
for participating; everyone left with a smile 
on her face. Those smiling faces included Geri 
Armitage, Anita Danza, Sarah Dore, Judi Gawlik, 
Jennifer Kashur, Paulette Goodman, Maryanne 
Greif, Sandy McKeon and Donna Shaw. 

Operation Support Our Troops (OSOT), 
founded in 2003 as a grass roots effort to show 
care and concern for military and their families, 
has grown into one of the largest volunteer 
based, military support organizations in the 
country. Donations come in from all over the 
country. OSOT creates not only Christmas 

stockings but care 
packages destined 
to troops all over the 
world. They need 
volunteers year-
round.  If anyone 
is interested in 
volunteering, go to 
OSOTAMERICA.org 
and sign up.  



Despite the quarantine, the committee has been active 
in recruiting new members as well as retaining members.  We 
welcome our new members Nina Casey, Lori Smith, Ginny 
Summers and Laurie Pinto.  We are so excited to have you in our 
club!

NWC continues to  attract new members through our 
exposure in the community.  Even with two main events having 
been canceled, NWC has been very active and we had terrific 
social media coverage.  Thank you to all the committees who 
have been working diligently to accomplish this in the midst of a 
pandemic and quarantine.  Great job!

If you know of anyone who may be interested in joining the 
NWC, please let me know so we can reach out to them.

Thank you for your support and for all that you do!

Membership Committee: Anita Danza, Judi Gawlik, Judy 
Kovarik, Nina Casey, Mary Skroch, Donna Shaw, Nancy De la Hoz, 
Laurie Ryan, and Robin Pomazal.

Hello from the 
Membership 
Committee!
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Supporting our Sisters at NJWC

NWC was pleased to support the Naperville 
Junior Woman’s Club Halloween Door 
Decorating Contest. NJWC will use the proceeds 
from the contest to support Safety Town.  
Members decorated the clubhouse front entry 
and submitted the photo to the NJWC.  Our entry 
was included in a video that was run on NCTV-
17 promoting the fund raiser. The entry fee was 
paid for privately rather than using club funds.

The Clubhouse entry was scary beautiful 
thanks to Ann Jansen, Sandy McKeon, Geri 
Armitage, Debbie Kado (Geri’s sister), and 
Jennifer Kashur.  Take down of the display was 
done by Jennifer Kashur, Ann Jansen, Maryanne 
Greif and Nancy De La Hoz.  Thank you to these 
members for enabling us to support the NJWC 
and Safety Town.



The Leadership Committee of 13 members 
met on August 28, 2020 via Zoom to discuss 
potential projects and tasks for 2020-2021 and 
how best to accomplish them:  

1)  A Membership Survey to gauge how best 
the Club should meet during colder weather and 
COVID-19 times. Committee members worked 
on writing the Membership Survey using the 
Google Survey Form tool and determining 
technological needs and social distancing 
limitations if meetings continued to be held in 
the Clubhouse.  The survey was emailed/mailed 
on September  9  with a deadline of  September 
12 to members.  Forty-seven members 
responded - 45 completing the online survey 
tool and 2 paper surveys which constituted 
approximately 70% of the NWC membership. 
Members’ comments were noted. The results 
of a survey sent to all members were presented 
by Chair Sue Hanegraaf and displayed at the 
September 16, 2020 NWC Program Meeting. 

The Membership Survey revealed that over 
75% of the Club members who participated 
in the survey prefer a Zoom or Webinar or 
a pre-recorded Zoom Club meeting over an 

Leadership Committee 
– Sue Hanegraaf

indoor Clubhouse Meeting; approximately 60% 
indicated they were fine with watching a pre-
recorded YouTube Club Virtual Briefing; and 
just over 50% would be okay with a meeting 
at the Clubhouse with restrictions and pre-
registration requirements.  Important to note:  
all options would need to allow for electronic 
voting.  Survey results were posted on the club’s 
Google Drive Docs in the Leadership folder for 
all-member access.

2) Anti-racism/equality statement and/
or a presentation to our general membership 
as well as the public to discuss and learn about 
systemic racial inequity, and brainstorm on 
ways to attract women of all color, ethnicities, 
socioeconomic status, etc., to our Club.  This 
would likely produce “crossover” work with 
the Education, Program and Membership 
Committees.

3) Procedural folders for members who 
are chairs and/or board positions describing 
responsibilities and functions, and how to 
conduct meetings, prepare monthly board 
reports, and submit final reports at the end of 
our fiscal year.

Fall Cleanup
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By the President and board request, the 2020-2021 Bylaws 
Advisory Committee met via Zoom to draft changes to the 
bylaws to include language addressing the evolving climate of 
the deliberative assembly in an electronic environment or more 
simply, electronic meetings.  Committee members are Melody 
Coleman, Julie Cunningham, Sarah Dore, Sandy McKeon (serving 
in an advisory capacity), Mary Shilkaitis and Sue Hanegraaf, 
serving as chair.  The proposed language was approved by the 
board at its October 26th meeting to be brought forth to the 
membership for their consideration and adoption as stated 
under Article X-Amendments of our bylaws. 

Early November, all members were given notice via email 
or through regular mail for their consideration - the insertion 
of a new section - Section 6-Electronic Meetings to Article 
V-Meetings.  Please refer to the November 2nd email from Eileen 
with the Committee’s letter to President Sandy attached that was 
sent to all members with the rationale and proposed language.  
Discussion, amending, voting, etc. will occur at the December 
2nd meeting allowing ample time (more than two weeks as 
per Article X) for members to review. Please plan to attend the 
December 2nd meeting since the proposed bylaw may only be 
amended if there is quorum and approved by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present.  Questions:  Please contact Sue Hanegraaf 
or Melody Coleman, Club parliamentarian.  Members can find 
Summary Reports of the Committee’s meetings on the NWC 
Google Drive.

Future committe Zoom discussions will work on Special and 
Standing Rules for Electronic Meetings to guide members on 
how to participate while preserving their rights for a deliberative 
assembly, and chairs on.

Bylaws Advisory 
Committee

– Sue Hanegraaf, Chair

At the December 2 meeting, Sue will be asking for 
volunteers to serve on the Nominations Committee to work the 
magic and find individuals to fill the board officer positions – 
President, three Vice-Presidents (Leadership, Membership and 
Communications/Public Relations), Secretary and Treasurer.  
All Nominations Committee meetings will be held via Zoom.  
The term of office for all positions is one year. Officers may be 
re-elected to the same office for an additional one-year term.   
Please consider joining this small committee to invite, cajole, 
plead (LOL) members to step-up to be on the officer slate for the 
2021-2022 election.  The slate will be presented at the March 
and April business meetings.

Nominations/
Elections Committee 

– Sue Hanegraaf, Chair
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Vote in 
December



It’s Cold so it’s Time to Zoom!

During the colder months, membership 
business and program meetings take on a new 
life.  “Zoom” gives members an opportunity to 
safely meet.  Remember online protocols -

• Be on time. Enter the Zoom session 10 
minutes before the meeting officially starts 
by clicking on the link provided.

• Mute yourself. A host will unmute you after 
you are recognized

• Utilize the “chat” feature to ask questions.
• Use “video” whenever possible--we want to 

“see” you
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Census 2020: Everyone Counts, so Count Everyone
- Julie Cunningham

In preparation for the 2020 Census, the City of Naperville formed the “Complete 
Count Committee,” made up of over 50 organizations that are influential in the community. 
NWC was honored to be included on that list and was represented by Julie Cunningham. 
Participating organizations were asked to educate their members and community partners on 
the importance of the count being complete and accurate: The Census count is used to determine 
the next ten years of tax dollars each state and city gets to support infrastructure, education, and 
community service. Naperville stepped up to the plate, and a 100% count was achieved! Thanks 
to all NWC members who filled out their Census 2020 forms and encouraged others to do so.

        The Book Group meets on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 10 am in the club house.  Our scheduled reading list is:                  

• November, The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
• December, The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry
• January, The Gown by Jennifer Robson
• February, The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes
• March, The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek by Kim 

Michele Richardson

For more information, please contact Bonnie Bula (630-357-
2246) or Pam Cieslak (630-357-4686, tom43c@sbcglobal.net).

Book Group



Did you miss a meeting? 

Meetings
January 6, 2021 (Business)
January 20, 2021 (Program)
February 3, 2021 (Business)
February 17, 2021 (Program)
March 3, 2021 (Business)
March 17, 2021 (Program)
April 7, 2021 (Business)
April 21, 2021 (Program)
May 5, 2021 (Business)
May 19, 2021 (Program)
June 2, 2021 (Business)
July 14, 2021 (Program)
August 4, 2021 (Business)
August 18, 2021 (Program)

Meetings
 Due to pandemic restrictions, no meeting assignments have been made.  We all look 

forward to a time when we can enjoy fellowship, fun and food together in our clubhouse. 
Meanwhile, mark your calendar for upcoming tentative meetings and events. In accordance 
with “Restore Illinois” health and safety protocols, meetings may be canceled or conducted 
off-site.  Business and program meetings are typically held on Wednesdays beginning at 
11:30. 

Special Events
Celebration of Philanthropy
     March 2021
Young Adult High School Art Contest
     March 12, 2021, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Greeting Card Workshop
     Spring 2021
The 61st Naperville Fine Art & Artisan Fair 
     June 26-27, 2021 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Art Institute, TBA
Witches Night Out Naperville
     October 6, 2021

NWC Newsletter 2020 - Page 12

Wondering when your committee meets next? Are looking for NWC financials? No worries!  Here is the 
link to NWC google docs –

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Iv9PEMXq-NdrwFqdRy5lWqZ22FiO2hlT?usp=sharing

Copy/paste this link into the browser. You will be led to digital documents pertaining to the Naperville 
Woman’s Club. Files are organized by committees and by clicking on the committee folder you will have 
access to reports and information on that committee. Please note this is not to replace the wonderful emails 
that Eileen sends out each month. The purpose is to consolidate and provide easy access to club information 
for members.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Iv9PEMXq-NdrwFqdRy5lWqZ22FiO2hlT%3Fusp%3Dsharing
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NWC in Pictures - Part 1

Collection for 
Midwest Shelter for Homeless Vets

Witches Time In

Witches Time Out
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NWC in Pictures - Part 2

A new “norm” for now -
     Electronic YouTube messages from Sandy 

Zoom board, committee, business, and 
monthly meetings

Meetings in the park -
     Sue explaining the survey results 
     Crafty Ladies with their stockings for our active military 

Member outing to the 
     Chicago Architectural Cruise

     Masks required, of course!    


